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sinia, and plunges us deep in the learning of pre-Islamite as well as Islamite Arabia. The fifth is devoted to general conclusions with regard to Semitic philology."
In the year 1856 Renan became a member of the Academic des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres in succession to his friend Augustin Thierry, and his reputation began to spread in Germany.
I am not sure in what year the first edition of his Etudes d'Histoire Religieuse was published, but the fourth, which is the one I possess, appeared in 18 5 8. It consists of a series of detached Essays, some of which are amongst the most delightful of his productions, and as it is pre-eminently suited for general reading I must call attention to it in some detail.
To persons who propose making an acquaintance with Kenan's writings I cannot too strongly recommend the reading of his prefaces, for they often contain some of his best work. This is the case with that which introduces us to his Etudes d'Histoire Religieusep, every page of which contains observations of the greatest interest, and sentences which are likely to remain in the memory.
The following passage from it must often have recurred to the minds of some of histive.
